
M40/M42-Series Masks . . .

3. Fold the rest of the hose inside the
facepiece.
4. Put the mask in the carrier upright
with the eyelenses facing away from
your body. Do not fold the mask.

Never substitute the new M42 car-
rier for the M40 carrier. The larger M42
carrier lets the M40 mask twist itself
out of position and get damaged.

Store mask
upright with
eyelenses
facing away
from body

M42 carrier is too large for M40

Tuck hose and hood in carrier first

Mask upright,
eyelenses
facing away?

M42M40

M40
Stow the M40 upright in the carrier

with the eyelenses facing away from
your body. Do not store a canister in
the face cavity. Do not fold the mask.

ouch!

folding me
like that
is killing

me!

2. Tuck as much as possible of the hose
and hood into the carrier.

M42
1. Stick the canister in the carrier first
with the quick disconnect coupling
completely through the carrier’s side
opening.

you
gotta know

when not to
fold 'em!
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“Don’t fold it” is what every NBC NCO
should be telling his unit about their M40
and M42 masks.

Many soldiers are folding their masks
when they put them in the carriers. But
folding shears the drink tube coupling and
pokes holes in the facepiece. Then the mask
is ruined. Inspections at some posts have
found as many as 40 percent of masks are

ruined.
The folding culprits seem not to be young sol-

diers, but the veterans who started out with the
M17 and M24 masks, which were folded for stor-
age. They forget it’s a different story with the
M40 and M42.
So, NBC NCOs, tell your soldiers—especially

the older ones—”Please don’t fold” and show them
these procedures for storing the M40 and M42.

Make your job easier by copying this ar-
ticle and giving everyone a copy.


